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c nowledgmen : 

Ladie and gentlemen 

horn · tate of Arkansa -

I ha· e run, for electio ·, -m\ 
~ 

throughout the nited States hen I sough the Presidencj - and I 

have taced some tough competition. But never have I confronted challengers \ith he nan-e 

recognition, the media savvy, and the martial arts ability of the ·gllty 1orphin Po er Rangers. 

To all of you whose support enabled me to join you tonight, I exiend m heartfel thanks. 

It is wonderful to be with all of you tonight and to celebrate the season toeether. I u der I and h 

city of Belfast has held a Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony for n1,ore tl1an _.10 ) ear -- bu Iii_ 

year the occasion is especially joyous, because you are entering our ~econd Chri tmas of peace. 

ow people can d,o their holida.y shopping without worrying about earche or bo nb • Th _ _ an 

vi it their loved ones on the other side of the border , ithout the burden of che • oint or 

roadblo,cks They can enjoy the parkling Jjghts of th ity , "thout feanng tl1e I te 

Peace has brough real change to people· live . 

' 

PV 

e 



--•-- dll oceu. die American people are re.,01cmg along with you orthem Ireland and the 

Uliled - arc joined by strong taes of community, commerce. and culture Over the years 

mm and womoa of both traditions have flourished in America and helped America to flourish 

la this SOIia anniversary year of the end of World War II, many Americans still remember the 

wll1llth you showed the American Army forces that were stationed here under General 

EiHIPD'WII' Today it is my privilege to rededicate a plaque laid in 1945, when General 

Ji1mbower returnod to Belfast to be awarded the freedom of the city. 

Geaeral Eisenhower vteWed the honor bestowed on him "as a token of our common purpose to 

wort together for a better world." That mission endures today. We remain partners for security 

pu1DlrS for prosperity, and, most important. partners for peace. 

Twe ,-s aao, at this very spot, teoa of thousands of you took part in a day for peace. as a 

~ 10 some of the worst violence Northern Ireland had known in recent years The two 

-~ representms both traditions. sponsored a telephone poll fur peace that 

_.. rzlllid almolt. 160 000 calls - the equiYllent of 2S million eds m the United tates The 

tllflW awlelmdclllitdllt Mr011 Nordaarn Inrllnd. the dean b peace wu becomiq a demlnd 



-

bo 

' presidents had roo in this soil. d hope i will 

• o--01g ~ ha··- taken another tep oward th peace that r41n 

thousands of letters ftom hoolohildren from all o er 

poured in and 
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RESTRICTION CODES 
PresiMJltial Rttonb Act -144 lJ S.C. 2204(a)I 

PJ Narloul ',tturlly Cbnlfied lafoma■tion f(■)(l)oftlte l'RAI 
P'2 Rdatiag 10 die appoi111mfflt to Frdffal offitt 1(•)(2) of tlte PRAI 
P3 Rdufe woald violate• Ffltaal 11■ 1■rt f(aXJ) or lht PRAI 
P4 Rdaw wo■ld dhdote lrack tttrtfl or co11fld,11ti■I rommnrial or 

ffHndal laforaatioa l<•X4) of IIM PRAI 
PS Rdnft •Hid dhcio. n,afide.dal advke ben!tt11 rht Pntldtnt 

alld Im ■ch-hon, or IMtwND •ch ■dvbon l•X!-) of flit PRAI 
" RtlHW WOtlld collttklrtt. dnrty ■IIW■rranlNI lav■lion of 
ptnU■I prlnq 1(■1(6)oftM PRAJ 

C. OoMd la anordaece wirJi rmrlctlott, coat■IMd bl dnor't dffd 
ofdft 

PRM P,nonl record midlt ckfiHd m ■ccordaan wltlt +t l S ( 
2281(3) 

RR Don- will Ille rf'.rinrNI 11po11 rNfll"I. 

F rttdom of Information Ad - IS l; .C. S52(b)I 

h(l) National 1tturih chulfird information l(b)(l) of tk FOi 
b(2) Rduw •oald dlKlow i11ltr11al pcnonnrl ruin ■ad pra<ti~ of 

an ■eenn, l{b)(2) of th, FOlAJ 
h(l) R•Jt11te ,.ould ~,olatt • hd•r■I m1wtt ((b)('.\) of tht fOUJ 
h(4J Relniw •oald ditdow trade tttrrtl or e11nfldHtial or flna11oal 

h1fonn■lion l(b)(4) of th, t,'QIAj 
b{6) Rl'Jl'Ht would ntn1tltwt• a dt■ rl) ••"arr:antNI ln•anon or 

penonal priv•C) l(b)(61 or Iii« FOi .\i 
h(7) Rl'Jtaw 1t1111ld (1l1dc1H lnformatloa N>IBfllltd for la• «-11forct111t11I 

pvfJl"t• l(bl(7) of tht FOUi 
b(I) Rdntt wnalcl dht-. htfort11■th,,11 t'Pllt'ttlfflll tht rt-JIii■&• or 

na■-tial huidtatlo1n l(b)(I) of tht FOIAJ 
h(t) Retn1t would clhc" lfOlo,tjc■l er ~cal l11f0f1llllf10II 

coHn-atlla •t'fh f(l,)(9) of tht f'OIAI 
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ATTACHMENT 
FILENAME 

Ho ho ho ... 

XMAS.DOC 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
REMARKS AT CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 
CITY HALL, BELFAST, NORTHERN IRELAND 
NOVEMBER 30, 1995 

Acknowledgments: The Lord Mayor of Belfast, Eric Smyth 

Ladies and gentlemen, I have been in politics all my life. I have run 
for election 
at the state level, the national level, 
and ultimately for America's highest office. I have faced some tough 
competition an 
d been put through some 
difficult races. But never have I confronted challengers with the name 
recognition, 
the media savvy, and the 
martial arts ability of the Mighty Morph in Power Rangers. To aII of 
you whose suppo 
rt Pn:;1hlPii n,p tn inin """ 



looked up to as frie:d~ountry grow and become a nation I 
Y d h peop e 

an ard working. I 
would like to be proud to say 'I 

. come from Northem Ireland."' 

And many of the childr 
se_nse of oblig en expressed their willingness -- indeed, their 

ation -- to do their part to help 
the p~ace process succeed. As Richard 
explamed, "We have been 
given a unique chance 

(b)(6) of Omagh 

to ~wydour.bittemess, our hate and spite .... Time may not heal the 
pam an m1strus 
t we have suffered over 25 

years of bloodshed, but it is our duty to work together to make certain 
the next gen 
eration will not re-suffer our 
pain." 

[ announce two winners here?] 

Despite the extraordinary hardships so many of these children had 
faced, their lette 
rs were full of hope and humor 
and love. To all of you who took the time to share your thoughts with 
me, thank you 
for your wonderful insights. 

To all of you who asked me to do what I could to help the peace take 
root, I pledge 
to you that America will 
continue to stand with the peacemakers. We will work with you to 
create good jobs a 
nd bright opportunities for 
all of Northern Ireland's people. We will not let you down. 

And to 13 year-old Ryan (b)(&) of Belfast, if you're out there: No, an 
alien spacecr 
aft did not crash in Roswell, 
New Mexico in 1947. And if the U.S. Air Force recovered alien 
bodies and mounted a 
cover-up, it's news to me. 

Ladies and gentlemen, citizens of Belfast, friends ofmy country and 
thP A ml"nrAn ,,,. 



to Baker, et al, re: hrisbnas Tree Lighting, Belfast. 
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MSMail 

DATE-TIME 21 November 95 10:36 

FROM Blinken, Antony J. 

CLASSIFICATION ******** CLASSIFICATION NOT FOUND******** 

SUBJECT RE: Note from NES re: Christmas Tree Lighting, Belfast 

TO Benjamin, Daniel 
Blinken, Antony J. 
Kessinger, Jodi 
Showalter, Victoria A. 

CARBON_COPY Baker, Jane E. 

TEXT_BODY 

Baldwin, Kenneth 
Gray, Wendy 
Hilliard, Brenda I. 
Joshi, M. Kay 
Millison, Cathy L. 

I think the space alien is wonderful and we urge we keep it in the draft. 
Blinken 

From: Kessinger, Jodi 
To: @SPEECI I - NSC Specchwritcrs 
CC: /R, Record at A I: @CROSS - Cross I latches 
Subject: Note from NES re: Christmas Tree Lighting. Belfast [ . rcLA ""SIFIED] 
Date: Tuesday, November 21, 1995 10:29 AM 

Vinea -

I'd cut the President's prize a bit. quotl' only 2 kids, cut the space 
alien's line (doesn't quite work) and ndd nwre of n ffil~:-nge ofh pc at thL 
time of peace, J Jc should close on a Christmas m1t1:, I erhnp::, n qu tc from 
the Dible. I'd ndd more of how life is llt)rmnl. 

From: Showultcr, Victorin A. 
'Io: Blinkcn, Antony .I.; Peters, Mnr • A.; I nkc. W. nth< n : B rgcr. Snmucl: 
(<tjNSA - Nnl'I Security Advisor: St,dcrbcrg. Nnnc) F. 
C<.': /R, Record 111 A I 
Subject: Christmas Tree Lighting, Belfast [UNCI -.:SIFJFD] 
Date: Mondny. Novcmhcr 20. 1995 05:59 PM 

< Attached Hie: XMAS.DOC 

Attached is a draft of the Xmas tree lighting in Belfast comment to Vinca 
please. 1 hanks! 



MS Mail 

D TE-TIME 21November9514:41 

FROM Showalter, Victoria A. 

CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIED 

SUBJECT Revised Xmas Tree Lighting [UNCLASSIFrED] 

TO Baker, Jane E. 
Baldwin, Kenneth 
Bass, Peter E. 
Benjamin, Daniel 
Blinken, Antony J. 
Cicio, Kristen K. 
Dohse, Fred J. 
Gray, Wendy 
Hall, Wilma G. 
Harmon, Joyce A. 
Joshi, M. Kay 
Kessinger, Jodi 
Millison, Cathy L. 
Peters, Mary A. 
Schuker, Jill A. 
Sens, Andrew D. 
Showalter, Victoria A. 
Veit, Katherine M. 
Wiley, Mary C. 

CARBON_COPY NO CC's on THIS MESSAGE 

TEXT_BODY 
Per Nancy Soderberg's suggestions, I have shortened the section on 
the 
President's prize. cut back the quotes from kids' letter~. added more 
on the 
benefits of peace, and closed on a Christmas notr \\ith a quote from 
the 
Bible. 1 his drafl also reflects the commcntsTony Lah• made this 
rnornmg. 

I decided not to u c the children's la t nnme in the spccl·h, for fear l,f 
giving them unwuntt·d attention. Kathy 'tcphcn agree$. 



So many children told me of loved o 
disntpted, opportun nes tbey had lost -- of lives 

ities forsaken, and families 
forced to move. Yet they h d 
and a com.mitmen s owe remarkable courage and strength --

t to overcome the past. 
~ 14 year-old Sharon of County Armagh [ar-MAH] wrote "Both 
sides have been hurt, b ' 
oth sides must forgive." 

Many of the children shared their hopes for the future, like 13 year­
old Grainne [GR 
ON-yeh]. "I would like to see 
my country grow and become a nation people looked up to as 
friendly and hard working 
, " she wrote. "I would 
like to be proud to say 'I come from Northern Ireland."' 

[ announce two winners here?] 

Despite the extraordinary hardships so many of these children have 
faced, their lett 
ers were full of hope and humor 
and love. 

To all of you who took the time to share your thoughts with me, 
thank you for bright 
ening my holiday season with 
your words of faith and courage. 

oallofyouwboaak«lt110tock,whltloc,ald Wpt&pmellke 
lptedp 

I 



OB .... 9DD5.F1N 

spacecraft di 
d not crash in Roswell, New 
Mexico in 1947. And if the U.S. Air Force recovered alien bodies and 
didn't tell an 
yone about it, it's news to me . 

. Ladies and gentlemen, citizens of Belfast, friends of my country and 
the American pe 
ople: May the Christ1nas 
spirit of peace and goodwill flourish and grow in your land. May the 
prophecy of Is 
aiah be realized here: 
" ... ye shall go out with joy and be led forward with peace: The 
mountains and the h 
ills shall break forth 
before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands." 

And may the lights on the tree that we celebrate tonight reflect the 
kindling of hop 
e and faith in our hearts for a 

. peaceful Northern Ireland. 
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Xmas t1· e lighting 

Baker .Jru1e E. 
BaldV\ ·n K nneth 
Ba , P t ... E~ -
. _ nja1nin Daniel 
Blinken nton J~ 
Cicio Kristen . 
Ora , TJ\T end)' 
Hall \ 'ilma. G. 
Josl1i .. . . Kay 
Kessinger= J,odi 
Millison Cath)' L. 
Peters: Mary A. 
Sho~ralter Victoria A. 
Veit Katherine M .. 
Wile Marv C. . .. 

A D] 

Per To11 Lake. I l1a·,,e ,deleted one more ,of the children1 
• letters .. re,ri _ d 

i' 

v,ersion atta.ched. 

21 November 95 19:2 

I 

1 ti, 

"'--~-i s nd I ntl ~111 11~ 1 h h • 11 i1 l1ti . · s ., 1 ' 11 

l 1 111 It l m ~ 
r ns n tJ1r 11 11 tt tJ1 l n ted I t .. , 11 1 I th 1 J 







27 November 9S 09: 10 

lllowalter, Victoria A. 

~TION UNCLASSIFIBD 

llfllllCI' Beliut dmfts [UNCLASSIFIED] 

10 Baker, Jaae E. 
Baldwin, Kenneth 
Bas,Pelml'E. 
Bmjarnin,Oaniel 
BJinken, Antony J. 
Cicio, Kristen K. 
Dohse, Fred J. 
Gray. Wendy 
HaU,WilmaG. 
Hannon. Joyce A. 
10lbi, M. Kay 
Kessinger, Jodi 
Millison, Cathy L. 
Sem,AncbwD. 
Showalter, Vietoria A. 
Veit, Katherine M. 
Wiley, Mary C. 

CAIIBON_COPY NO CC's on nns MESSAGE 

1DT_IIODY 

Pap 1 of 13 

Thele are the latett versions of both. .. only minor changes since we passed 
the drafts to the President on Wednesday. 

KHIIMr 
Mft 

[[ MACIOBSJlOC : 237S in MACJCim.DOC ])([ XMAS2.DOC : 2376 m 
XMAn.oocn 
2' Nawmber 95 13:41 





21Novcmber9S 16:56 

Sbowalter, Victoria A. 

~TION UNCLASSIFIED 

S8JICf Sorry ... (UNCLASSIFIED] 

TO Benjamin, Daniel 
Blmken, Antony J. 

CAIUIION_COPY NO CC's on 1lilS MESSAGE 

'DXT~IIOIW 

Pagel ofl3 

&my Tony - I reali7.e looking at the disks that you didn't have my latest 
Belfast drafts. I am attaching them here; I have already put them on my 
disk. again, apologies. VS. 

[MACKIE6.DOC : 4106 in MACKIE6.DOC nu XMAS3.DOC : 4107 in 
XMA.83.DOC]] 

21 November 95 12:47 

MAaaESJ>OC 

~ WILLIAM J. CUNTON 
ll'.l!MAUIATMACXJB'S PLANT 
BILPAff JQlt'flDN IIELAND 
1'k>'VIMlll30.199S 
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T~ II of you ho , oo .• th time to share your though vith me than 
bnght , 
ening my holi,da,)1 ason ith 
your words of faith and courag .· ~ 

O·U for 

o all of 10 who ask · d me to do what I could to he] the peace take root I 
pl dg _ 

.merica's sttpport,. We will 
continue to stand with tl1,ose who tak.e risks Eor p ac,e. We -_,i 1 wo,rk 1"-i tb ou to 

• 
g1v 

e all of Northern Ireland.'s 
,children the chance to make the most •o.f their God-given potenti,al. 

And to 13 year,-old Ryan of Belfast, if you're o,ut there: o an alien spacecraft di 
d not crash in Roswell, New 
Mexico in 1947. And. if the U.S. Air Forice recover,ed alien bodi,es and. didn't tell 
an 
yone about it, it•s n,ews to me. 

Ladies and gentlemen, citizens of B.elfast, friends of my country and the 
American pe 
ople: 'May the 1Christmas 
spirit of peace and go,odwill j]ourisl1 an.d ,grow i11 .. our land. Ma)' , , , 'La)' hold 
upon. 
the h_ope set before us: 
wl1icl1 hope we have a.s an anchor of the soul . both sur . and stead _ast.' 
6: 1 

8b-l 9) 

A 1d may the ligl1ts on the tree tl1at ~ve celeb .at _ tonight r fle tl1 ki11dl" 1 f • 
th and reso] c 1n { ur h arts for a 
p a.ceful orthern 1 r _)and. 

### 

Alt m t i • le qu ,t / n _: 

M y the pr ph cy f I iah, be r' lized l1er : .... 'e hall c t1t 1·t1j at d ~·.,.·-- le 
d ~ rd ·1h p ........ ,: 11 
m untai11 a d tl, hil I, sh 11 hr ak G rtl1 b D r \ u i 1t i11 , ing nd all tJ1 trc:t::" 
f the fl I • l1a I l p th, ir hand ~' 

And ma, th:. Ii_ h s >n tl1c re ti, t ""'·~·- eel br t tl nt l1t r n ,.t th- k1ndlin o 
h p 





As you know __ and as th p· 
th d f e irst Lady said I I ousan s o letters from sch I h. -- ,ave received 
l~nd telling me what peace m~~~ t~dren all over your remarkable 
v1~lages and cities, from Catholic and tern. They poured in from 
mixed schools, primary scho I fr rotestant communities, from 

o s, om schools for children with 

special needs. All the letters in th • 
wonderful for their honesty their :1;;wn w_ay were truly 
Many of the children show;d tremendolueswiprs1.ddoen_i anthd _thleir palssion. 
·t b ty d • • m eir 1ome and in 
l s eau an its true nature. I congratulate the winners. The , 
were wonderful and I loved hearing their letters. Y 

But let me t~ll you about another couple I received. Eleven­
year-~ld Keith from Carrickfergus wrote: "Please tell everyone in 
America that we're not always fighting here, and that it's only a 
s~all numb~r of peopl~ who_ ma~e the trouble." Like many of the 
children, Keith did not identify himself as Protestant or Catholic. 
and did not distinguish between the sources of the violence. ' 

So many children told me of loved ones they have lost, of 
lives disrupted and opportunities forsaken and families forced to 
move. Yet, they showed remarkable courage and strength and a 
commitment to overcome the past. As 14-year-old Sharon of County 
Armagh wrote: "Both sides have been hurt. Both sides must • 
forgive." 

Despite the extraordinary hardships so many of these 
children have faced, their letters were full of hope and love and 
humor. To all of you who took the time to write me, you've 
brightened my holiday season with your words of faith and courage, 
and I thank you. To all of you who asked me to do what I could to 
help peace take root, I pledge you America's support. We will stand 
with you as you take risks for peace. (Applause.) 
And to all of you who have not lost your sense of humor. I 
say thank you. I got a letter from 13-year-old Ryan from Belfast. 
Now, Ryan, if you're out in the crowd tonight, here's the answer to 
your question. No, as far as I know, an alien spacecraft did not 
crash in Roswell. New Mexico. in I 947. (Laughter.) And. Ryan. if 
the United States Air Force did recover alien bodies. they didn't 
tell me about it, either. and I want to know. (Applause.) 

Ladies and gentlemen, this day that Hillary and I have had 
here in Belfast and in Derry and Londonderry County will long be 
with U" -- (applause) -- as one of the most remarkable days of our 
lives. I leave you with these thoughts. May the Christmas spirit 
of peace nnd goodwill flourish and gr,1\\ in )lm. Mn) you remember 
the words of the Lord Mavor: "This is Christma •. We celebrate the 
world in a new way beca~!-e of the birth of Fmmanucl, God with us." 
And when God was with us, he said no words more important than 
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FRo,1 Showaller. \'ictoria A. 

CLASSIFICATIO:-. •"****"* CLASSIFICATION 'OT FOlJ~1) .,.,..,.. .. 

Sl'B.TECT RE: Note from 1\1:S re: Christmas Tree Lighting, Belfast 

TO Benjamin, Daniel 

CARBO:'\_COPY NO CC's on THIS ~IESSAGE 

TE:\.'l"_BODY 

No ... but I'm told that Amelia Earhart landed in Derry once. 

From: Benjamin. Daniel 
To: Showalter, Victoria A. 
CC: '. NonRecord at Al 
Subject: RE: Note from NES re: Christmas Tree Lighting. Belfast 
[UNCLASSIFIED] 
Date: Tuesday, November'.!!. 1995 10:41 A.'.1 

\Yere there any Ehis sightings? That might work better. 

From: Blinken. Antony J. 
To: Kessinger. Jodi: @SPEECH -1 SC Speechwriters 
CC: 'N, NonRecord at Al: 'R. Record at Al: gCROSS - Cros. Hatches 
Subject: RE: Note from :ES re: Christmas Tree Lighting. Belfast 
[lJNCLASSIFIED] 
Date: Tuesday. November 21, 1995 10:36 AM 

I think the space alien is wonderful and we urge we keep it in the draft. 
Blinken 

From: Kessinger, Jodi 
To: ra'SPEECI I - NSC Speechwriters 
CC /R, Record at,\ I: 1£' CRO S - Cwss Hat be, 
Su~jcct: Note fh,m NES re: Christmns Trl'C Lighting. Bdfa,t [ll • 1 .'SIFIFD) 
Date: luesday, 'member 21, 1995 10:29 ;\~1 

Vinca -

I'd cut the President's pri,c n hit. quL,te onl - kiJ~. cut the ,pa, e 
alien's line (doesn't quite \\Nk) anJ add more ofn m~~sngc ofh re at th1. 
time of peace lie .h uld clo~c un a ( hri. tma. n tc. pcrhap;; a quote fn: m 
the Bible I'd add more of how life is nc,nnal 

From: Sho\Hllter. Victoria A. 



...... ,,12:06 

...... Jodi 

._.._. .. CLASSD71CATION NOT POUND •••••••• 

Atma-_. hm NBS re: Note from NBS re: Christnw Tree 

.... AatonyJ. 

ROCC. on nus MESSAGE 

M.l lfyou think it will wort. .. Let's raise it with n. 

bn,AntonyJ. 
Mi11Pt, Jodi;@SPBECH - NSC Speechwriten 

at Al; /R, Record at Al; @CROSS - Cross Hatches 
from NBS re: Christmas Tree Lighting, Qelfast 

~~ lll,;,8'1/.!w,.,;--01 

, Nuvember21, 1995 10:36 AM 

Mlf.1.,_. dm is woaderJid elMI we urge we bep it in the dmft. 
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